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Welcome to the inaugural edition  
of EcoEd4All Times 
 
This tri-annual publication provides an overview of the   
scientific volunteer lead Environmental Education        
Initiative.  
 
Our core objective is to relay the environmental woes and 
solutions to teenagers in an objective fun manner not       
akin to typical school work. We use powerful memorable 
images to convey messages and provide projects to add 
to experience. Our vision is to make environmental       
education a core subject on the curriculum not just one 
touched on briefly in other subjects. 
 
On behalf of the EcoEd4All team, I would like to wish you 
all a very happy Christmas and looking forward to a more 
sustainable 2021. 
  
Thank you to all of our passionate subject matter experts 
for developing and delivering strategy to deliver           
environmental education to schools free of charge,    
namely: Duncan Stewart, Amanda Wilkinson, Brendan 
Smith, Carmel Brennan, Damien Nee, Deirdre Forde, 
Doreen Gurney, Fiach O’Murchu, Gordon Bromley,     
Micheál Ó’Cinnéide (Corrib Beo) and Paul Schwartzmann,   
  
Best regards, 
 
John O’Sullivan 
Project Director 

 
 

Waste Not, Want Not:      

Granny, Me and Biodiversity  

Carmel Brennan 

Biodiversity and food production:  
 

Food is one of the most basic       
human needs and all our food is   

derived from nature. Wild species of plants and    
animals have been cultivated and domesticated    
over thousands of years to provide crops and stock 
for agriculture, horticulture and aquaculture. These 
industries are supported by ecosystem services like 
pollination, waste recycling, and nitrogen fixing to 
provide food to sustain 7.8 billion people on earth 
today. Global land use change from agriculture      
expansion is one of the key drivers of biodiversity 
loss, with 38% of the global land and nearly 75%     
of freshwater resources now devoted to crop or    
livestock production.  In the 50 years that I’ve been 
on this planet, global biodiversity has declined by 
66%, and we are now in a mass extinction event             
unprecedented in human history. The earth’s         
population is estimated to reach 9.7 billion by 2050, 
so we need to learn to do more with less if we are to       
sustain this population and have any chance of    
protecting biodiversity – the variety of all life on 
earth.   
 
Waste not, want not is a somewhat old-fashioned 
term. It was often quoted to cajole a reluctant child   
to finish a meal. My Grandmother was a great       
proponent of the phrase and like many of her       
generation, she also walked-the-walk:nothing was 

wasted. Today in Ireland, we 
waste one million tonnes of 
food annually. Globally, one 
quarter of food  produced is 
wasted, along with all the wa-
ter, energy, emissions, soil 
fertility and labour it took to 
produce it. (Cue generations 
of Grannies rapidly rotating in 
graves around the world!). 
That equates to 28% of land 
under global food production 
today. If this land was        
restored to its original natural 
state, instead of producing 
food for waste, how much 

biodiversity could we protect?   
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Nollaig Shona Dhuit!  
 
We look forward to sharing the Environmental Education 
journey with you. 

 

   

We Support the Sustainable Development 
Goals with focus on 3-Good Health and       

Wellbeing and 4 -Quality Education 
13-Climate Action 

It’s through teamwork and  
community spirit that great 
things happen! 
 

The EcoEd4All Team 

Previous / Next Page 

https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/
http://www.fao.org/sustainability/news/detail/en/c/1274219/
https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/population/
https://www.epa.ie/waste/nwpp/foodwasteprevention/
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Our New Website is Now Live 

Feel free to look around and your comments are    
welcome.  www.ecoed4all.com 

 

Our Pilot Themes 

BIODIVERSITY 

CLIMATE CHANGE  
THE SCIENCE 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY 

POLLUTION  

CLIMATE CHANGE  
ENERGY 

Environmental Education Information        
Session with Duncan Stewart  
 
This event hosted by Laois Education Centre took 
place on Monday, 9th of November with a record 
online turnout of teachers. We would like to express 
our thanks to Ms Catherine Doolan, Director and Ms 
Yvonne Nolan, Secretary for making this event      
happen. The feedback and interest received was very 
positive and we are actively following up on this. 

President Michael D. Higgins becomes patron 
of movement to transform Galway City into 
Ireland’s first National Park City 
 

Galway’s bid to become a National Park City will serve 
as an inspiration to other cities in Ireland and will enrich 
the lives of people in Galway and beyond said         
President Michael D Higgins as he launched the 
‘Galway National Park City’ initiative last month. The 
movement, which aims to have Galway recognised as a 
city dedicated to sustainability, where citizens benefit 
from, and are strongly connected to, nature, has         
already gathered support of over 80 local ‘champions’ 
from all sections of society. “This initiative has an extra 
dimension, for it is a  wonderful example of inclusion, 
based as it is around ensuring representation from a 
cross-section of all of Galway society, including young 
people those in Direct Provision; small business;        
corporate; retail; medical; teaching; science;               
engineering; architecture; local  communities; arts; 
crafts;  environmental; media; cycling and walking      
advocacy to name but a few,” said  President Higgins.   
 
Listen to President Higgins’ speech here 

30 Years in Education  
Deirdre Forde 
 

As someone who has worked in         
education for over thirty years and    
with a keen interest in environmental 
education I was very happy to get     
involved in the EcoEd4All initiative.  I 
firmly believe we have a duty as       

educators to help promote the care of our environment   
to our students. 
 

For the last six years I have run a biodiversity module 
with TY students in St Paul’s Secondary School,    
Oughterard. The approach taken is to learn a bit about 
the environment  and then carry out an action that  the 
students themselves identified. So far projects            
undertaken include establishing a school garden,      
planting a native hedge, making and putting up bird   
nest boxes and bat boxes. One project involved working   
with Tidy Towns on improving the biodiversity in public 
spaces. The possibilities are endless! 
 

EcoEd4All offers great flexibility, the 5 taster videos    
introduce each topic at a level that is appropriate, it     
allows the class and the teacher to explore one or more  
topics before deciding which one they wish to delve into 
in more detail.  Past experience has taught me that    
classes vary greatly in interest and aptitude, so the more 
flexible and user friendly the module  can be the better. 
The opportunity to work outdoors either in the school 
grounds or in the locality is a significant element of the 
module. 
 

The general feedback from the students is that they   
really like the videos but love getting outdoors to work on 
projects.  With COVID 19 restrictions, many of the usual 
TY activities are not possible but with care, outdoor    
activities can be a welcome change to both students   
and teachers. Plans are progressing with more videos 
and activities being produced and made available on the 
EcoEd4All website. So, I would encourage you to        
explore the  modules and to give your students the     
opportunity to learn more about their environment in an 
engaging and meaningful way. 
 

Previous / Next Page 

http://www.ecoed4all.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQWuZUm_3sY&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1lzpSkWaFJnyveBwXo8OQRJCZATiNc0iKwQPQHyx8Mw8pWHAWA5l-2MgU
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#Film4Climate 1st Prize Short Film Winner - 
“Three Seconds”   An epic presentation of where 
humanity stands today and how we must all work 
together to make it to the fourth second.  Link 

What Would Greta Do? 

The student who comes up with the 
most compelling and inspiring        
answer to the question below will   
receive a €50 Eason’s voucher. 
 

Question: 
 

What would Greta do if she lived in your town?  

Teachers, please feel free to send this to your        
students. 
 

Answers will be judged by Mr Duncan Stewart and his 
decision is final. The winner must agree to having his 
or her name published along with the name of the 
school, with the principal’s permission in the next    
issue of EcoEd4All Times.  All answers should be 
emailed to ecoed4all@gmail.com with ‘What 
Would Greta Do?’ in the subject line. 
 

Even Santa Claus is interested in Climate 

Change and he is exempt from Coronavirus 

restrictions. 

Cont’d from p 2 
 

Grow your own: There is both a satisfaction in    
growing some fruit, vegetables or herbs and a        
newfound appreciation of the time and energy that 
goes into their production. Some, like a faithful old 
apple tree, give up their fruit annually with ease.    
Others are fickle and make you work for the return. 
But in each case, you are more reluctant to see this 
food go to waste than anything bought in a shop. It is 
somehow a more valuable thing. While that salad box 
on the window sill may not change the world, it might 
help change our awareness and behaviour towards 
food waste.  
 
Changing the system: While agriculture is a key    
driver of biodiversity loss, the root cause is food      
production, in which we all have a vested interest. 
Farmers are acutely aware that they are the            
custodians of land that will inevitably pass to the next 
generation, but the responsibility for the transformative 
changes required to create a sustainable food        
production system must be shared by governments, 
business, industry and individuals. We all have a role 
to play to ensure that future generations inherit a 
healthy food production system that is capable of    
sustaining our global population while protecting    
biodiversity resources.  
 
Take positive action: The Environmental Protection 
Agency’s website ‘Stop Food Waste’ is a                
comprehensive guide to managing food waste: Stop 
Food Waste - Reduce your food waste and save your-
self money!  Here are some general tips:  
 
Plan ahead. Make a shopping list to help cut down on 
‘random’ buys. 
 

Keep it local and seasonal. Choose locally           
produced, in-season fruit and vegetables to help    
reduce your overall environmental impact. 
 

Plant power. Increase your plant-based food and, if 
you are buying meat, make it local (Irish), grass-fed 
and, ideally, organic.   
 

Consumer power. Ask for sustainable products and 
support these producers.  
 

Love the leftovers. Freeze, make soups or stir-fries 
with leftovers or the ‘random’ buys that made it into 
the basket. 
 

Nature’s cycle. Compost organics – use your brown 
bin if you have one or create a compost heap. This will 
complete the natural cycle and return the nutrients to 
the land.  
 

Waste not, want not. Dust off this old chestnut and 
give it another spin! 
 
Finally, the road to sustainability is long. We can feel 
overwhelmed by the pressures of daily life and the 
added pressure to make greener choices, move to a 
more sustainable diet and lower our carbon footprint. 
Taking positive action helps to alleviate this stress and 
makes a real difference when we act collectively.  
 
We may not always get it right, but I’m again reminded 
of one of Granny’s sayings: ‘Do your best’.  She knew 
perfection was never on the menu.  
 

About the author: Carmel Brennan BSc, MSc, PhD, 

MCIEEM.  

Carmel lives on a farm in Co. Kilkenny, where she was 
raised. She has worked as an ecological consultant 
and a biodiversity officer and now works as an         
environmental advisor for SSE Renewables. She is a 
keen, but unskilled gardener and is quite happy to let 
nature take over most days.  

 
 How to Save Your 

Planet One Object at 
a Time  Dr Tara Shine 
 
A stylish guide to 100 
everyday objects that you 
can change to make a 
positive difference to the 
planet.  
 
Available on Amazon 
and Book Depository 

Previous / Next Page 

Tara Shine is an Irish environmental scientist, policy advisor and 
science communicator  

https://vimeo.com/208145716?1&ref=fb-share&fbclid=IwAR2JJ39DL7r7VknqzFhmZpucREp0yFeU0uo9Geusiiu6g_ZvATGK2BV_6hA
mailto:ecoed4all@gmail.com
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/covid-clause-no-restrictions-on-santa-as-government-says-christmas-present-delivery-essential-1.4420280
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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The Living Planet Report, WWF’s flagship                
publication released every two years, is a                 
comprehensive study of trends in global                 
biodiversity and the health of the planet.  
 
The Living Planet Report 2020 is the 13th edition of   
the report and provides the scientific evidence to back 
what  nature has been demonstrating repeatedly:     
unsustainable  human activity is pushing the planet’s 
natural systems that support life on Earth to the edge.  
 

Link to full report and summary here 

 

 
Links of Interest 

 

About Transition Year 
https://www.pdst.ie/TY 

 
Biomimicry - How it Works 
https://science.howstuffworks.com/life/evolution/
biomimicry.htm#pt2 

 
Calculate Your Environmental Footprint  
https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/ 

 
Circle Right 
http://www.cycleright.ie/  

 
Corrib Beo 
https://www.corribbeo.ie/ 

 
Invasive Species Ireland  
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/  

 
Friends of the Irish Environment     
https://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/  

 
Healthy Ireland 
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/
healthwellbeing/healthy-ireland/publications/ 

 
National Parks and Wildlife Service  
https://www.npws.ie/ 

 
Real-time Climate Data  
https://climatereanalyzer.org/ 

 
The Water Forum 
https://thewaterforum.ie/ 
 

Some testimonials about the pilot   
programme: 
 
“I have seen many TY programmes rolled out but this 
was by far the best and most professional “.                 
TY Coordinator  Enniscrone 
 
“The quiz was a great success” 
Teacher,  Gorey Community School 

“The content was to the point and there was a lot of 

stuff I didn’t know before this.”  Student, St Paul’s 

Oughterard 

 

Galway Community College Erasmus 
Programme      
 
On Friday 4th of December 2020, Galway          
Community College (GCC) hosted an official online 
launch of their three-year Erasmus+ project on    
locally endangered species and biodiversity loss. 
This project is a research collaboration between 
three schools, GCC and schools in Croatia and 
Spain, working with national wildlife non-
Governmental organisations to research and     
compile information about locally endangered     
species.  Full press release here 

Contact Details:                    
maria.walsh@europarl.europa.eu 

“As There is No Vaccine for Climate Change 

- We Must Be That Vaccine.”  Damien Nee  

Colaiste Chroi Mhuire Gan Smál  
An Spidéal  
 

Thanks to Fiach O Murchu, TY student, 
for designing an environmental      
education feedback form, circulating to his  
classmates and sharing the results. 

Previous / Next Page 

https://livingplanet.panda.org/en-US/about-the-living-planet-report
https://www.pdst.ie/TY
https://science.howstuffworks.com/life/evolution/biomimicry.htm#pt2
https://science.howstuffworks.com/life/evolution/biomimicry.htm#pt2
https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
http://www.cycleright.ie/
https://www.corribbeo.ie/
http://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/healthwellbeing/healthy-ireland/publications/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/healthwellbeing/healthy-ireland/publications/
https://www.npws.ie/
https://climatereanalyzer.org/
https://thewaterforum.ie/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/uw3982cfdxvsid5bxndkn/Erasmus-Project-Climate-change.-press-release-GCC.docx?dl=0&rlkey=8qj256fbrjlabhl8njo6i3hx4
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We would like to acknowledge the following 
participating schools: 
 

• Colaiste Chroi Mhuire Gan Smál, An Spideal  

• Galway Community College 

• Galway Education Centre 

• Gorey Community School 

• Holy Rosary College, Mountbellew  

• Presentation College, Tuam  

• St Mary’s College Arklow 

• St Paul’s Oughterard  

• Coláiste na bPiarsach, Rosmuc  
 

We look forward to adding your school to the list in 
April’s newsletter. 

 
Wishing All Principals, Teachers,           

Students and Colleagues a Very Happy 

Christmas and New Year 

 

 

 

 

From All of Us at EcoEd4All 

Duncan, John, Amanda, Brendan, Carmel,  

Damien, Deirdre, Doreen, Fiach, Gordon,   

John, Micheál, Paul 

 
What exciting environmental projects, 

courses are taking place in your school? 
 

We would love to hear from you. 

Feel free to email us to be part of the         

positive movement. Your voice matters. 

 

 

Fancy Some Gardening?    

A Beginner’s Guide to Home Gardening 

Brendan Smith is kindly sharing his two home           
gardening guides with us.  He gives very useful tips on        
preparing soil, planting and yield over several years. 
Click on link to download your copy. Please send us in 
your feedback and give him a like on Facebook!  
ecoed4all@gmail.com 

 

Brendan Smith is a Science and Technology         
learning advocate, with extensive experience of          
delivering educational programmes in Ireland, Africa   
and the Middle East. Brendan is Education and Public      
Engagement Officer of the Insight Centre for Data      
Analytics at NUI Galway, recognised as a world  leader 
in web science research.  Brendan is a long-time     
committee member of the Galway Science and        
Technology Forum which organises the largest annual 
science festival in Ireland. 

 

We would like to thank SSE Renewables      
for their generous contribution towards the 

EcoEd4All programme 

https://www.sse.com/ 

 
Happy Christmas from 

Environmental Studies,  

Transition Year, 

Gorey Community School,  

Co. Wexford 

  

 

 Seasons Greetings to All Schools 

ecoed4all@gmail.com 

www.ecoed4all.com 
 

Creating Positive Environmental Change 

Through Education 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qfftqfr1o7b7wg4/AADq73VzqhP0ERHbCVwq5UMma?dl=0
mailto:ecoed4all@gmail.com?subject=Home%20Gardening%20
https://www.corribbeo.ie/

