EcoEd4All

Annual Report 2021
Our young generation
deserves to be well
informed about the
severe existential
challenges they will
face in their future

Empowering
Teachers and Youth
through
Environmental
Education

Inform - Inspire - Enable

Our Vision
To make environmental education a cornerstone of the formal
second level curriculum.

Our Mission
To ensure that all of our young school going generation, will
have access to an appropriate environmental education
programme by the time they finish transition year. To empower
them to bring environmental awareness into their families and
the community.
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Our Patron - Duncan Stewart
Hi to you all who join with us, to learn, collaborate
and enable our EcoEd4All initiative, in delivering
our environmental course content in your classrooms, where you can share this evidence-based
core knowledge with your Transition Year
students
Reporting on our progress over the past year of
2021, we achieved considerable advances in the
development of our course content, along with
our engagement with hundreds of TY teachers
across the country through Webinars, where
collaboration with the Education Centres proved
very effective.
All three parties (Alison, Co-operation Ireland
and EcoEd4All) are now working together, to
use our course content and reform it to enable
it become the basis for introducing an
environmental education course, along with now
group projects, as a core part of Co-operation
Ireland's objectives in both jurisdictions on the
Island of Ireland. Co-operation Ireland's ethical
mission is: 'Building a stable peaceful island,
where people of all backgrounds live and work
together' through identifying and inspiring new
'future leaders' and 'active citizens' in social
action for Climate Change.

On behalf of all our team, I'd like to thank all the
directors of Education Centres and their helpful
staff for making possible our efforts to run webinars for teachers. I also thank all of you dedicated
teachers, so concerned about your students future
prospects, who delivered these videos of course
content in your class sessions, either in-person to
all your students, or online.
Our mission for 2022, is to focus our efforts on
reaching out to all TY teachers in all secondary
schools across Ireland. To inspire them to present
our environmental course to their students in their
classroom or online. We also need to focus on
developing significantly more class content for
teachers to present to their students, on the
various important and relevant topics across our
wide range of environmental themes.

This collaboration could very likely lead to all
students of 15 to 16 age, hopefully in all Northern
Ireland secondary schools, in sharing a revised
version of our course content more relevant to
N.I., with all our TY students in an 'Island of
Ireland' form of Erasmus on building a stable
peaceful island where people of all backgrounds
live and work together and focus on common
issues.

EcoEd4All's collaboration with Alison has proved
to be very positive and promising, where it has
opened up huge possibilities for us. Alison's highly
committed team of professionals have added
greatly to our efforts and taken our course to a
much higher level then we had previously envisaged, where it is now destined to spread digitally
on their well-established and very successful international digital educational 'Empower Yourself'
platform.

Our discussions have also opened up
possibilities for group collaboration of secondary
schools in both jurisdictions. Six schools in
Northern Ireland will partner with six schools in
the Republic of Ireland on environmental topics
and shared groups projects.

Alison currently run 3,500 free online courses to
21 million signed up learners spread across all
countries. Along with their accredited certificates,
diplomas and career guides in a wide range of
high-quality course types, they will shortly, with
our committed collaboration, include EcoEd4All
'Environmental Education' as an additional course
topic on their global platform portfolio.

Their efforts can protect their local environment
could also spread into their local communities.
This could likely lead to breaking new ground in
cross-border collaboration and in a shared
cultural understanding of common or
differentiated, to resolve pressing environmental
issues.

Through Alison's great work in Northern Ireland,
Co-operation Ireland approached us to assist
them in their ethical efforts of cross-border
collaboration.
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This project has gained unanimous support from
Cooperation Ireland, EcoEd4All and Alison, where
all concur with its objective of 'knowledge-sharing'
of students between each of the six schools,
about their specific environmental pressures,
and where they identify common concerns and
explore the possible options for effective,
ecologically sustainable remedies. By joining up
in efforts towards resolving many shared
transboundary environmental topics, this could
prove a 'game-changing' societal topic
to develop a much greater cross-border
collaboration between all diverse sectors across
both jurisdictions.

As most of you may already know, our
evidence-based course comprises a diverse
range of core environmental themes, each
presented in short class sessions in video format
of 20 minute duration, to make it easy for
teachers to deliver in their class, in both
in-person classes or for online sessions.
Our team at EcoEd4All wish all of you teachers
and Education Centres, who engage with us,
good tidings! and great success! In an enjoyable
and meaningful experience, in delivering our
environmental course content to your students.
I also wish to thank our dedicated team, who all
volunteer their precious spare time, expertise and
creativity in developing this new course.

Clearly, when we project our minds to 2050 and
beyond, it makes SARs Cov-2 outbreak, appear
pale in significance, when compared to what may
come down the track with Climate Breakdown
and species Extinctions. That is, if nations fail to
respond adequately to these challenges, by
rapidly achieving fundamental reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions. We have seen steady
progress across the COPs from Rio to Kyoto to
Paris and most recently Glasgow COP26. It may
not be as fast as we desire to see all nations
governments achieving a shared commitment in
their collective actions to mitigate effectively by
2030. We need to move together as agents of
change and influence those around us to ramp up
efforts and double down on improvements.

Duncan Stewart
EcoEd4All & EcoEye TV series on RTE

We continue to witness so much environmental
damage unfolding, while unnecessary and
avoidable CO2 emissions continue to be locked-in
by the 'status nations, businesses and their
citizens cannot afford to 'kick this existential issue
down the road' for a younger age cohort to have
to bear the brunt of its acerbated fallout. This
current generation of teenagers are clearly
much better informed about these existential
environmental issues to be delivered in their
schools, and for their assertive pleas about the
Climate Crisis & Species Extinctions to be listened
to and be heeded.
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Chairman - John O’Sullivan
Dear Reader,
As another year wraps up, its important to
reflect on the past and look to what we can
change in the future.
COP26 has just wrapped up in Glasgow and
some observers saw it as ‘two steps forward,
one step backwards!’. Whether we view it as
a success or otherwise, we can all agree that
climate change is real, the biodiversity
emergency is real. The global discourse is
changing. A key takeaway should be that a
grass roots campaign is the most effective
way for us to support policy shifts and tackle
these global issues. As Mark Twain said “ the
secret of getting ahead is getting started”.

Ireland has been a leader at previous times
in our history – we now have a major
opening again, if we make environmental
and sustainability education into core
elements of both our primary and secondary
schools.

If we want things to improve - we all need to
start and make small changes. We need to
share these small changes with others and
we need to embrace others’ ideas also and
implement some of their changes. The dual
emergency did not happen over night nor will
it be resolved overnight – we need to realise
this is not a sprint, it is a global marathon.

The education programme should be geared
towards practical work and projects to
demonstrate to communities and relatives
what can be done to deliver change.

Projects can start with the small stuff;
turning off appliances and lights, not mowing
the lawn, walking and cycling, planting local
foods. These projects can be interesting,
educational, cost saving, fun, exciting and
helps us to move from theoretical text books
to deliver projects. This can help our children
get experience developing a project
concept, plan and delivering the project.

In order to deliver change, we need a bottoms
up strategy… we need to work with our
children at national school, our teenagers in
secondary school and the young adults in
third level and provide them with robust
objective environmental education. We also
need effective media campaigns and activism.
The current pandemic is wreaking global
social and economic havoc - in the lens of
time it will be but a blip in the history book
like the Spanish Flu, however our current
unsustainable ways will be more permanent
and cant be cured by a vaccine!! We can fix
this now, but need to amend our ways to help
people and planet live in harmony. People –
moving to more sustainable ways will reduce
long term costs and create new job opportunities; our planet needs reduction in emissions,
pollution and chemicals and land use
changes.

In the wise words of St. Francis of Assisi “Start by doing what’s necessary, then to
what is possible and suddenly you are
doing the impossible.”
Thanks to the team and our partners for the
progress in 2021; Ni neart go cur le chéile!
Hopeful regards for the year ahead.
John O’Sullivan

Everyone and every country is at a different
point on the sustainability journey and can
only do so much. Now we need solidarity, we
need compassion, we need a global solution,
we need global partnerships and we need
leadership.
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Our Team

https://ecoed4all.com/our-team/
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A “Community of Practice”
A Community of Practice (CoP) is a group of people who "share a concern or a passion for
something they do and learn how to do it better as they interact regularly".[1] The concept was
first proposed by cognitive anthropologist Jean Lave and educational theorist Etienne Wenger in
their 1991 book Situated Learning (Lave & Wenger 1991).
Our team and strategic partners form a community of practice that share a passion for
the proliferation of environmental education to affect change in our society. All members
bring unique strengths which is enabling EcoEd4All to expand beyond the Republic of
Ireland.

A group of people with
a common interest

A group of people with
a common goal of
improving

A group of people who
Share experiences

Domain - Community - Practice
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Our Team
Duncan Stewart is an architect who pioneered, lectured & specialized in his practice in
'ecological building design' throughout his successful architectural career. He also became
a film producer, where over the past 30years, he produced & presented more than 400 TV
programmes, all screened on RTE1 channel. Since 18years old, as vice president of the
Union of Students of Ireland.
Duncan became a committed environmentalist, where he then championed green issues
for well over 40 years. He is also: A founder and patron of EcoEd4All. A patron of Galway
National Park City. A director of Green Foundation Ireland & Dublin Civic Trust and
ambassador to Irish Seed savers. Through his film company, Earth Horizon Productions,
Duncan Stewart

Duncan conceived, produced and presented the popular TV documentary series, ‘Eco Eye’
and broadcast on RTE1, where it has run each year, over the past twenty years, while
continuously achieving high audience ratings.
Duncan was for over 6 years instrumental in conceiving and advocating for environmental
issues to be embedded and integrated into Ireland's school education curriculum, while
acting as chairperson of GFI and as a director of the IEN. This eventually led to the
founding of Eco Ed4All.
Other previous TV series that Duncan produced (or co-produced) and presented over the
past 30years, include: ‘Our House' followed by About the House, The State We're In, The
Wood from the Trees, Engine Earth and The Changing Face of Dublin. The Sustainable
Energy Authority of Ireland's chair award to Duncan as 'Winner'' in 2021 for 'outstanding
contribution to Sustainable Energy'.

Brendan Smith

John O’Sullivan

Brendan Smith, Education and Public Engagement Manager of the Insight SFI Research
Centre for Data Analytics at NUI Galway, has been granted many accolades for his
science and technology learning initiatives as well as for his community and environmental
activities including the ‘Galway Science Person of the Year Award’, ‘Galway City Mayoral
Volunteer of the Year Award’, the ‘NUI Galway President’s award for Societal Impact’ and
the ‘Cairdeas Award’ from the American Chamber of Commerce Ireland. Brendan has
been Global Master Mentor and Course Content Developer for Africa Code Week (ACW)
since it was established in 2015. Founded by the SAP corporation and in association with
UNESCO, Irish Aid, governments and NGOs partners in 54 African countries, ACW
represents the largest educational digital movement in the history of the continent. In
October 2020, Brendan launched a multi-sectoral initiative to transform Galway into a
National Park City. As a member of EcoEd4All, he has developed its Circular Economy
module.
John grew up in the west of Ireland near Galway city and spent every possible moment on
the family farm in Connemara, which allowed him be close to nature. While the farm was
hard work, it provided endless learning and challenges. He received a BSc in Physics from
National University of Ireland Galway and a MSc in Physics from Queens University
Belfast. He moved to silicon valley California where he spent 12 years in the microchip
sector. He dreamed of one day taking his international experience back to the west of
Ireland and doing something meaningful for society and the community. Following
relocation to Ireland with a US multinational, he left the company after 5 years due to travel
and time pressure. He turned to his dream and self-trained in renewable energy for which
he had a passion and where his physics, love of nature and multinational experience could
intermingle. He eventually became development project manager for Galway Wind Park
the largest renewable development in Ireland – before moving into an environmental
advisor role.
Carmel Brennan grew up on a farm in Ireland where she developed her love of nature.
She went on to take degrees in Environmental Science BSc., Ecosystem Conservation
and Landscape Management MSc. and a PhD in Landscape Ecology and has worked
as a Consultant Ecologist and a Biodiversity Officer undertaking environmental impact
assessments and delivering biodiversity initiatives. She is currently an Environmental
Advisor in the renewable energy sector where she develops and implements
environmental management systems, habitat monitoring and management plans.

Carmel Brennan

As a member of the EcoEd4All team since 2019, Carmel has developed modules covering
key themes in biodiversity as part of this cutting-edge Environmental Education course.
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Our Team

Dr Micheál ÓCinneide

Micheál brings a blend of experience to EcoEd, as a manager in the Irish public and private
sectors, with a special interest in advocacy for the environment, marine and sustainable
development. He spent 10 years as Director with the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Wexford & a decade as Director of the Marine Environment with the Marine
Institute. He served as a diplomat in New York and Cairo, was a policy adviser in the
Department of Marine and worked in the Irish aquaculture sector in Connemara with Irish
Seafood Producers Group. Amongst his recent projects is a review of the National
Parks and Wildlife Service, with Prof. Jane Stout. Micheal has an MBA from Harvard and
a Doctorate in Business Administration on “Social Learning and Water Management - the
case of the Water Framework Directive in Europe”. Since returning to Galway in 2019, he
has worked with Denis Goggin, Damien Nee, John O’Sullivan and others as a co-founder
of Corrib Beo Partnership, a voluntary group which promotes the sustainable development
of the Corrib catchment; since 1985, he has been a Director of the Blasket Island
Foundation, a cultural group dedicated to creating a National Historic Park on the Blasket
Islands in county Kerry.
Email: michealocinneide17@gmail.com

Amanda Wilkinson

Amanda is an organiser, web designer and editor who keeps groups like EcoEd4All on
track. Amanda has led out on the EcodEd4All online presence and in the layout and
uploading of the EcoEd4All environmental education course content to the Alison.com
platform. She is also a bit of a crusader, a founding member of EcoEd4All and has trained
as an An Taisce Climate Ambassador. She loves to design annual reports, websites,
newsletters and conference programmes for a variety of groups – Orthopaedic surgeons,
the Ireland India Council and Galway National Park City, to name but a few. She believes in
the positive effects of being out in nature on our health and wellbeing and in finding one’s
purpose.
Email: ecoed4all@gmail.com

Damien Nee

Damien is passionate about health, community, and environmental development policy and
strategy, He is a co-founder of CorribBeo and EcoEd4All and believes that Education is
Key to a sustainable future. Damien was highly influenced by Marshal McLuhan’s 1960's
vision of 'The Global Village', where the whole civilized world is made the psychological
equivalent of a primitive tribe”. We are responsible for the consequences of our choices and
actions, individuals transcend the micro and macro-dynamics of their life and must get
involved in communities of networks stretching worldwide. The Internet, Climate Change
and Covid show a reality that demands coherent worldwide action on a heretofore
unimagined scale. EcoED4All is the perfect medium for us all to contribute towards the
realisation of that Sustainable Global Village.
Damien is on the NOCA ICU Audit Governance Committee, National Health and Social Care
Professions Committee, St James’s Patient Council, Sexual Health Strategy Implementation
Group, Ireland India Council and the Contract Bridge Association of Ireland Competitions
Committee. Damien swims, loves boats, tennis, Bridge and wants affordable, health
activities for the body and mind. “There are no passengers on spaceship earth. We are all
crew.” Marshall McLuhan

Dr Gordon Bromley

Gordon Bromley is a climate scientist and geologist based at the National University of Ireland, Galway. Over the past two decades, Gordon has worked on climate-related projects in
Antarctica, Greenland, the tropical Andes, and Europe, where he focuses primarily on glaciers and the causes of natural climate variability. Since moving to Ireland from the United
States in 2017, Gordon has become increasingly involved in delivering climate education
and public outreach to diverse audiences, and in 2020 co-founded Ireland’s Ice Age Trail, a
public resource celebrating our rich geologic heritage. A member of the EcoEd4All team
since 2019, Gordon has developed modules covering key themes in climate change as part
of this cutting-edge Environmental Education course.
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Our Team

Paul Schwartzman

Jen Cunningham

Paul Schwartzman began his career as an environmental educator with a love for nature.
Early on this was sparked by frequent visits to the American Museum of Natural History
and Central Park in New York City, and reinforced by summer experiences in Algonquin
Provincial Park, Canada, where he encountered wildlife up close. This established a deep
relationship, appreciation and respect, as well as love for wildlife and nature. Paul went on
to teach natural and environmental sciences in a variety of settings and locations. This
included in classrooms and outdoors, from pre-school to university in the U.S., The
Netherlands and France. While in The Netherlands he set up an editing and translation
company that dealt primarily with environmental topics. More recently in Ireland he has
helped inform his work colleagues at SSE Airtricity about sustainability issues and
promotes environmental issues internally, as well as developing curriculum as part of
EcodEd4All since 2019, specifically about water and plastic pollution
Jen Cunningham has worked in the field of sales and marketing for years, travelling
extensively throughout Europe and Africa. In 2014, Jen became involved with sports
coaching and development for both Rowing Ireland and NUI Galway. These roles involved
engagement with hundreds of pre and post leaving cert students, creating a strong schools’
pathway programme, driving fundraising campaigns and project-managing a major
clubhouse refurbishment. More recently, Jen became involved with Corrib Beo and has
assisted with drafting a concept note on developing a Lough Corrib multi-trail network.
Jen also began collaborating with EcoEd4All and identified the need for increased outdoor
learning to truly connect TY students with how they can impact directly upon biodiversity
and our natural environment. This vision resulted in the development of the Eco Advocate
course, which is due to be launched at the start of January 2022. The one-day Eco
Advocate course, which is based on the EcoEd4All programme themes, is a field trip
experience connecting students directly with the themes of Biodiversity, Climate Change,
Water/Air Pollution and Circular Economy. Jen firmly believes that forming a direct
connection with nature is key to forming our own understanding of place and advocating
for its future.
Email: ecoadvocate.ty@gmail.com

Noel Gavigan

Noel Gavigan is a consultant in renewable energy and sustainable materials. Over the
past 10 years he has managed or part managed over a dozen sustainable development
and demonstration projects funded by Intelligent Energy Europe, Horizon 2020, RX3,
Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine and the SEAI. He holds to roll of technical
executive for the Irish BioEnergy Association for over 10 years where he has been deeply
involved in much of the associations work setting up and running the Wood Fuel Quality
Assurance Scheme, Biomass Trade Centres, economic studies, technical studies,
lobbying, running industry events and general promotion of the biomass and biogas
sectors. Mr Gavigan holds a Bachelors Degree in Agricultural Science from University
College Dublin, a Graduate Diploma in Management Practice from Dublin Institute of
Technology and a Postgraduate Diploma in Environmental Protection from Sligo Institute of
Technology. He has over 10 years experience in the Agricultural & Horticultural industry
and 16 years experience in renewable energy and the bioeconomy.

Denis has been a saoi, a sadhu and sage on our EcoEd4All odyssey. His love of education
was fostered while growing up in a family of teachers in Kilfinnane, County Limerick. He
trained in horticulture and has operated a stone business in Galway for many years,
rescuing some of the city's historic stone artifacts along the way. Denis and Martina
founded the Circle of Life garden in Salthill, where we had many informal meetings and
impromptu 'hedge schools' in the past two years. Denis has brought his vision and
optimistic energies to the evolution of Corrib Beo, the Galway Waterways Foundation and
to the EcoEd4All initiatives.
Denis Goggin
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Our Team
Deirdre as been teaching in secondary education for over 30 years. Her primary degree
was a BSc from UCD, she followed that with a Higher Diploma in Education from Trinity
College. She has taught Science and Maths in junior cycle, Chemistry and Physics to
leaving Cert for over 20 years.

Ms Deidre Forde

Dr Veronica McCauley

In 2009 she did a Master of Studies from Trinity College, specialising in Special
Educational Needs and has worked mainly in this sphere ever since . She teaches in St
Paul’s secondary school, Oughterard, where she is the SENCo and also delivers a TY
module in Biodiversity and Environmental Studies. She got involved with ECoEd4 all over
2 years ago as a result of attending the teacher training course in Galway Education
Centre. She has worked with the Eco Ed4 all team to develop the modules now available
to teachers. She believes strongly in engaging with the students to help them gain an
understanding of the importance of environmental education and puts a strong emphasis
on taking actions to help the environment. She believes that TY offers a great opportunity
to carry out practical actions to tackle environmental issues relevant to the students.

Veronica McCauley, PhD, is a researcher and lecturer in Science Education in the School
of Education, NUI Galway, Galway, Ireland. She publishes regularly in the field of science
education, science communication & public engagement, technology education, and
related areas; and holds the seat of Vice-Chair at NUI Galway's University Ethics
Committee. She is Director and co-founder of the Centre for Pedagogy and Public
Engagement Research (CoPPER), NUI Galway; and within CoPPER, leads/contributes
expertise to projects in the area of: STEM education (formal, informal, nonformal);
Co-Creation Strategies/Participatory Research; Evaluation-Impact, Behavioural Change
modelling. Veronica joined the EcoEd4all team in early 2021, and contributes in terms of
dissemination strategy, through initial teacher education and recently the nascent design of
a curricular linked environmental education module directed at post-primary students.

Paul Flynn, PhD, is a Researcher and Lecturer in Education at the School of Education,
NUI Galway. A Fellow of the International Society ISDDE and Ireland’s representative on
Cost Action 18213 - Modelling the Risks Underlying Rural NEETs Social Exclusion, Paul
specialises in the application of Design-Based Research in the field of non-formal, placed
based, community education and is currently the Principle Investigator on
a number of nationally and internationally funded reproach projects.

Dr Paul Flynn

12

“And though he was a man of science, yet He had but little gold
in his strongbox." - Geoffrey Chaucer
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3 Pillars of Our Strategic Vision
INFORM
Inform communities by providing secondary
schools with free, objective, data driven
environmental education materials and training
for teachers.

INSPIRE
Inspire our youth by focusing on what can be
done and the difference that this can make to
return to more sustainable ways

ENABLE
Connect with and empower the youth to engage
in initiatives, projects and activism to drive required exponential rate of change.

Engagement with
Education Centres - Teachers - Students
Communities - Volunteer Groups - Government Bodies
Associations - Partners- Sponsors
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Roadmap - Our Journey

2018

2019

2019

EcoEd4All Established.
Volunteers from Dublin,
Galway and Portlaoise.

Strategy and organisation
development

Content development and
pilot in ROI schools .

2020

2020

2020

Set up suite of. webinars via
Education Centres
Dropbox and Website

Partnership with NUIG

2021

2021

2021

.Partnership with
Cooperation Ireland

Northern Ireland Pilot
Preparation

Strategic plan
Annual Report
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Partnership with Alison

EcoEd4All Priority SDGs
Focus on good health and
well-being throughout our
course material and
training courses.

Providing free, quality
course material and
training to schools
around Ireland.

Good gender balance of
male / female working
volunteers in our
organisation.

Helping to create
sustainable cities and
communities through
environmental education

Providing free, quality
course material and
training to schools
around Ireland

With our Corrib Beo
links, we see water as
key to ecosystems.

Work with Rural
partners to teach the
potential for sustainable
farming.

Strong partnership
with various
Organisations,
Education centres,
Teacher and Public
Bodies.
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Damien Nee and Duncan Stewart brainstorming at a monthly meeting

EcoEd4All team members with Ms Carmel Burns (front row left) at the Galway Science and Technology Festival 2019
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Education Centres

Webinar poster developed by EcoEd4All to assist Education Centres promotion of
environmental education webinars.
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Education Centres
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Webinars
Dr Veronica McCauley

Dr Carmel Brennan presenting her
Biodiversity course to Galway
secondary teachers.
Each of our subject matter experts will
take turns presenting their course
material at different webinar around
the country.
Our Patron, Duncan Stewart is
normally available to open the
meeting, answer questions and give
an overview of Climate Change and
what teachers and student can do to
play their part in mitigating any further
damage to the planet.
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Teacher Engagement

•

Webinars

•

Surveys

•

Student Projects

•

Social Media

•

Eco Advocate Programme

•

Pilot with Northern Ireland
Schools

2019 - date

Q4 21

FEILTE 2021, Participating teacher - Ms Karen Stenson
St Joseph’s Secondary Schook, Rochefortbridge, Mullingar
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Teacher Engagement
St Paul’s Secondary School
Oughterard
Ms Deirdre Forde
Trip to the Galway Wind Park
Below—Insect hotel

St Mary’s College, Arklow
Ms Joanne English

St Joseph’s Secondary School, Rochefortbridge,
Mullingar, Ms Karen Stenson
Galway Community College
Mr Tom Flanagan
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Teacher Resources

Videos on Dropbox for Teachers

*Click on images to play videos
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Teacher Resources
Circular Economy - Mr Brendan Smith

Biodiversity Overview - Dr Carmel Brennan

View a Course Quiz sheet here

View a Course Project sheet here
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Teacher Feedback

Home Gardening by Mr Brendan Smith

Four Seasons by Dr Carmel Brennan
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Testimonials

The School of Education, NUI Galway were delighted to include a webinar from the EcoEd4all team as part
of the Science Methods Module for their student teachers (Physics, Chemistry and Biology) on the
Professional Master of Education Course.
“In response to the event, Dr. Veronica McCauley (lecturer in Science Education and convenor of the event)
commented, “It was such an honour to welcome such lead drivers of environmental education into our virtual
classroom. Duncan Stewart (award winning architect, environmentalist and tv presenter) and Brendan Smith
(award winning environmentalist, science person of the year and tech-innovator), both local, national and
international champions of green spaces and an educated public, presented on core environmental issues from
both a societal and scientific standpoint. Amanda Wilkinson (An Taisce Climate Ambassador, EcoEd4All
Organiser, Web and Graphic Designer) followed with a review of the abundant environmental resource suite,
constructed by the EcoEd4all team. Such an engaging event! Presentations moved towards energised discussion
on topical climate concerns with local and global relevance.
The resource suite was then shared with student teachers, for immediate application in their Junior Cycle or
Transition Year classrooms.
A Late Late Show moment, with one for everyone in the audience!”
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Resources
www.ecoed4all.com

27

Communications
Newsletters

Inaugural Issue, Dec 2020

Social Media

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ecoed4all/

Twitter: @ecoed4all
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Dr Carmel Brennan - Ecologist
“The dual crises of climate change and biodiversity loss are daunting, but this story is still
being written. We have an opportunity to work together and build a more sustainable and
equitable world. Both the Agricultural Revolution and the Industrial Revolution changed the
course of human history. This is the time for a Sustainability Revolution. The systemic change
needed requires strong leadership, long-term vision and meaningful action from governments,
corporations, industries, communities, individuals – from everyone.”
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In the News
Green Offaly welcome Dingle group travelling sustainably to COP 26. Link

Well-known environmentalist Duncan Stewart will launch a new Biodiversity Plan for
Carndonagh 2021 – 2026. Link October 14th 2021
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In the News
John O’Sullivan, Dr Carmel Brennan
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In the News
Galway Education Centre - Empowering young people to create a sustainable future.
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In the News
Dr Gordon Bromley, Lecture of Physical Geography and Climate at NUIG

https://connachttribune.ie/campaign-to-make-galway-one-of-first-national-park-cities-900/
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Eco Advocate

Eco Advocate 1 Day Course – Place-based
learning for Transition Year Students.

There are lifelong benefits to getting
Transition Year students involved in the TY
Eco Advocate Course
The one-day Eco Advocate course, which is
based on the EcoEd4All programme themes,
is a field trip experience that gives students
the opportunity to connect directly with and
explore the themes of Biodiversity, Climate
Change, Water/Air Pollution and Circular
Economy. This course will equip the student
with a practical understanding of the core
elements of the online EcoEd4All Course and
enable them to become involved in a youth
advocacy capacity to bring value to their TY
programme and in their school. The course
allows students the opportunity to work in a
fun and interactive environment in the great
outdoors.
One half or full day field trip (e.g. Bird
watch Ireland Biodiversity Trails / NUI Galway
Biodiversity Campus / Western Way Trail or
Clonbur Woods – full day and transport required).
The field trip will be facilitated by a Trail
Leader and will involve exploring, surveying
and recording local habitats and species, discussing and observing causes and effects of
climate change and pollution on local ecosystems.
All participants are to be given meaningful
leadership roles and responsibility on the
day and are expected to complete the online
EcoEd4all themes upon completion of the
field trip
View course details here
Jen Cunningham, Eco Trails Leader
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Eco Advocate - Pilot
Eco Advocate pilot field trips and trail location
photos.

Eco Advocate Course Developer, Jen
Cunningham is delighted to announce an
exciting new collaboration with Wildlands,
located in Moycullen in Galway, offering stunning
forest and water trails (water trails commence
again from April 2022), as a means of connecting
and exploring the EcoEd4All themes, while being
fully immersed in nature.
Wildlands is a state of the art indoor and outdoor
activity centre, based in Galway,and offers a full
nature and fun activity experience. Once the
field trip and project presentation session is
completed, students can access a range of
Wildlands activities. Once this half-day course
is completed, the student then undertakes to
become an Eco Advocate for their TY year, by
promoting sustainability, raise environmental
awareness and aim to improve the environment.
This can take any form and any medium to
promote their message. The actions can range
from Biodiversity studies to Eco Art & Design, Eco
Health & Well Being ideas and Eco Innovation
projects. Any project considered of a high
enough standard by the TY Coordinator, can
be submitted to the Eco UNESCO Young
Environmentalist Awards 2022.

Wildlands Forest Trail - Eco Advocates getting
in touch with nature

Another new exciting Eco Advocate trail
being developed is situated along the River
Corrib, alongside the University Campus and
incorporates an established Biodiversity Trail,
with the possibility of paddling up-river to observe
natural habitats first hand. Students can engage
with logging date for biodiversity surveys and
gauge the impacts of water quality on local
habitats and on human consumption. Watch this
space for further announcements..

River Corrib paddlers

Wildands, Zip’n’Trek Express at Wildlands
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Our hedge school, Circle of Life Garden, Salthill.
L-R Dennis Goggin, John O’Sullivan, Micheal O’Cinneide
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Partners

Thanks to SSE Renewables and SEAI for their generous sponsorship
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Alison is a provider of free online courses at Diploma and Certificate levels. Driven by the goal
of providing free education irrespective of barriers like geography or economic status, Alison
provides 3,500 free online courses, with new offerings every week. Currently, the platform
caters to the learning needs of over 21 million registered learners, 4 Million graduates from
around the world and over 175 Thousand more signing up every month.

EcoEd4All Courses
https://alison.com/course/environmental-education-climate-change-the-science
https://alison.com/course/environmental-education-circular-economy
https://alison.com/course/environmental-education-transport
https://alison.com/energy-calculations
*We also have courses coming soon in Biodiversity and Water Pollution

EcoEd4All Content Developers
Biodiversity

Dr Carmel Brennan

Energy Calculations

Noel Gavigan

Circular Economy

Brendan Smith

Energy

John O’Sullivan

Climate Change-The
Science

Dr Gordon Bromley

Water Pollution

Paul Schwartzman
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Partnership between EcoEd4All and NUI Galway 2021
Dr. Veronica McCauley) has a number of hats as in interacting with the School of Ed and/or CoPPER
https://copperesearch.weebly.com/ ; and with the Irish Science Teacher’s Association. And Paul (Dr.
Paul Flynn) with the School of Ed and/or CoPPER https://copperesearch.weebly.com/
January 2021:
EcoEd4all invited Veronica to their Galway Teacher promotional event
February 2021:
EcoEd4all invited Veronica (as School of Ed Researcher/Educator) to their Board meeting to advise on
dissemination and extending their environmental education strategy through formal education
March 2021:
Veronica (as Branch Chair of ISTA) organised a Galway Branch ISTA inspire-information seminar led by
the EcoEd4all Team. Veronica (as Senior Research Fellow with CoPPER, NUIGalway) and Paul (as
Director with CoPPER, NUIGalway) were invited formally to join the EcoEd4all team as Education
Experts (on website). EcoEd4all invited Veronica (as Senior Research Fellow with CoPPER, NUIGalway)
to their Board meeting to discuss a funding application with the HEA to support an Environmental/
Sustainable Education TY programme for DEIS schools in the region. Further that EcoEd4all content
would be included in the Resource/Assessment content for pre-service science teachers on the PME
programme. [details of this are published in the EcoEd4All Times Magazine Issue 2, April 2021]
May 2021:
Colin Tierney (lead researcher on the It’s Not Just Science!, with CoPPER, NUIGalway) liaised with
the EcoEd4all team in relation to proposed content that could be incorporated into the Pilot Project. This
pro has been paused, awaiting further funding (expected from January 2022).
September 2021:
3 members of the EcoEd4all Team (Duncan Stewart, Brendan Smith and Amanda Wilkinson) led a highly
engaging and informative webinar for pre-service PME science teachers, Chaired by Veronica (as
School of Ed Rsearcher/Educator), and the EcoEd4all team formally shared their resource suite with the
student science teachers. [details of this are published in the EcoEd4All Times Magazine Issue 3,
September 2021]
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Corrib Beo

.

Corrib Beo Partnership is a not-for-profit
voluntary association, established in 2019
to advance and promote the social,
economic and environmental wellbeing of
the Corrib Region. It is managed by a
steering committee of 12 members.
.
The Corrib Beo Partnership plans to include
on our new and developing website, a
comprehensive fact- ﬁle of the many
different and interesting facets of the lake
and its hinterlands. The availability of this
information will not alone inform and
stimulate conversation, but also fulﬁl a key
role in a dynamic process leading from
greater awareness through to appreciation
and respect, pride in place and disposition
for participation and positive action.
This data-base can also play an effective,
complimentary role to the recently launched
environmental, “education for sustainability”,
programme developed by EcoEd 4 All
(developed collaboratively by a team of
interdisciplinary experts from Presentation
College Headford, NUIG, SSE Electricity and
the Corrib Beo Partnership). It will further
provide source material for highlighting and
mapping points of interest on the Corrib as
well as providing a valuable assist to the
Partnership’s plans to create and develop a
distinctive “Corrib Cultural Identity”.
Ultimately, this exercise can contribute to
the realisation of the type of international
recognition afforded to the Lake District in
Cumbria (UNESCO World Heritage Status)
and to enjoyment of the huge social,
economic and conservation beneﬁts of such
an accolade.

Corrib Beo Partnership plans to hold
extensive consultations with relevant
authorities and experts over the coming
months to complete this work.
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Corrib Beo, 2021

Ag Féachaint romhainn / Looking Ahead

The Covid pandemic has limited the work of
Corrib Beo and many such groups across
Ireland since Spring 2020. Nonetheless, one
of the key activities of Corrib Beo this year
has been to promote the concept of a
Corrib Trails network. The idea grew from a
series of informal discussions during 2019/20
with community groups around the Corrib
(eg in Moycullen, Oughterard, Clonbur,
Headford) on ways to foster/restore a sense
of cultural identity and promote recreation
around the Corrib.

On behalf of Corrib Beo, we look forward to
continuing our close cooperation and informal
links with the EcoEd4all network in the years
ahead.
Each of us can learn from working together
and give support on the odyssey.
We are immensely proud of the progress to
date and see the educational work as a key
element of building more sustainable
communities, in the ‘decade of transition’
ahead.

Project funding was secured from FORUM
Connemara (a LEADER company) and
LAWPRO. An experienced consultancy team,
Meehan Tully & Associates, Sligo,
www.meehantully.com were engaged via a
tendering process. Workshops were held with
the Meehan Tully team and the wider Corrib
Trails promoters in Petersburg (11th June,
2021) and in Claregalway castle
(22nd September, 2021).

Damien Nee, Denis Goggin, Micheál Ó
Cinneide, John O’Sullivan
Directors, Corrib Beo Partnership.

The feasibility study will be ready during
November 2021, which will include a detailed
appendix on a variety of community trails and
potential Blueways around the Corrib. This
also integrates with the National Park City
initiative for Galway. We look forward to the
report providing a catalyst for a network of
linked trails and blueways around the Corrib
in the years ahead.

Photo: Corrib Beo trails project team at Brigits Garden,
Summer 2021
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The Mission Statement of this new and
exciting initiative is to have Galway city
recognised as a ‘National Park City’, by
achieving a more Greener, Bluer, Healthier,
Safer, Beautiful, Sustainable, Equitable,
Harmonious and Wilder environment where
people value, benefit from, and are strongly
connected to the rest of Nature.

In the last few months the Galway National
Park City (GNPC) initiative has organised a
series of pioneering collaborative programmes involving champions and partners
from different sectors designed to promote
sustainability and better connect its people
with nature and with each other.
These included:
‘Friday for Reimagining a Future Galway’
Youth Forum (Nov) where students from the
city’s secondary schools met online to discuss a survey of teenagers’ views of nature’s
place within the city’s physical infrastructure,
in the lives of its population and on what they
hope for the future. Plans are now underway
to have this forum become the genesis of a
Galway Youth Assembly as part of the GNPC
initiative.

The designation was formally launched in
July 2019 by the Mayor of London Sadiq
Khan when the capital of England and of the
United Kingdom became the first city in the
world to claim this status. Check out https://
www.nationalparkcity.london/
President of Ireland Michael D. Higgins is
its patron.
Duncan Stewart, the renowned
environmentalist, media personality and
member of EcoEd4All, is its national
champion.

Glór na Oganach (Voice of Children), the first
forum where children from the city's primary
schools gathered together online to express
their views on how a future Galway city
should develop, especially in relation to the
natural world of woods, meadows and waterways. This was followed by a meeting of
teachers to discuss the roll out of ‘Outdoor
Classroom’ materials for the city schools and
the organising of a second gathering of children in February 2020.

Kathryn Tierney until recently a policy
coordinator at the Co-ordination, Interinstitutional Relations and Planning Unit (A.1),
Directorate-General Environment (DG ENV),
and involved in implementing the European
Green Deal, is its European Champion.
Daniel Raven-Ellison, founder of the London
National Park City, is its mentor.

The World Calls Galway was a meeting held
for the benefit of Galway City Council with
presentations from experienced and highly
respected international developers and urban
experts who are supporters of the ‘National
Park City’ designation. These included
London-based developers; a senior official at
Cardiff City Council; the chief executive of
World Urban Parks and former senior government official in Australia; GNPC European
champion Kathryn Tierney who was involved
at European Commission level in the
development of the Green Deal, and Dan
Raven-Ellison, founder of the London
National Park City.

Brendan Smith, member of EcoEd4All is its
founder.
Supporters of this designation want everyone
living and working in Galway to feel part of,
contribute towards and to experience a
personal sense of pride and ownership in this
initiative. We want to celebrate and make
everyone aware of the beautiful natural
heritage that lies within the city and on its
doorstep; to give due recognition to what is
already taking place locally in terms of green
and sustainability projects across all sectors
of all society; and to highlight, learn and
implement from best practice further afield.
Check out
https://galwaynationalparkcity.com/
44

Galway National Park City (GNPC)

Walking and Cycling Trails of Galway City
Available on its website, GNPC champions mapped out a series of trails in Galway city which offers a diverse range of river, seashore, woods and park environments, many suitable for walking
(with varying levels of accessibility) and some more suitable for cycling. These include walking
routes within the main public urban parks along the Galway Bay seashore and on the banks of
the city’s canals and River Corrib.
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Greta Thunberg speech at COP26

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2TJMpiG5XQ

“I am pleased to announce that I’ve
decided to go net-zero on swear words
and bad language.
In the event that I should say
something inappropriate I pledge to
compensate that by saying something
nice.”
Greta Thunberg
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Past Events

A triumvirate Corrib meeting in a Galway
carpark - Damien Nee, Denis Goggin and
Phil James

Eoghan, Denis and Phil James consulting in
Aladdin’s Cave

Brendan Smith at a Corrib trails workshop in Petersburg, 11th June 2021
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Past Events
Members of NUI Galway’s
Palaeoenvironmental Research
Unit extracting a 10-m long
sediment core from the bottom of
Lough Meenaghan (Sligo) from a
floating platform.
Lake-floor sediments are a rich
archive of environmental history
and this core will be used to
reconstruct local changes in
climate, vegetation, and human
land-use since the end of the last
ice age.
Dr Gordon Bromley, Chris Stewart
(L) and Aaron Potito (R)

Denis Goggin meets
a fellow Waterways
guru - John A
Weaving. Study visit
to Terryglass, Co.
Tipperary, 8th July
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Links
Biodiversity and the Four Seasons
Dr Carmel Brennan

https://www.dropbox.com/s/iabguhv1wepobz4/Biodiversity%
20and%20the%20Four%20Seasons%20Dr%20Carmel%
20Brennan.pdf?dl=0

COP26, Biodiversity and Galway

https://www.advertiser.ie/galway/article/125548/cop26biodiversity-and-galway

Galway forest park flourishes in
just two decades

https://www.rte.ie/news/regional/2021/1107/1258455-terrylandforest-park/

Green’ plan key to Galway City’s
economic future

https://connachttribune.ie/green-plan-key-to-galway-cityseconomic-future/

Ireland National Water Framework
Monitoring Progamme (EPA)

https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/
freshwater--marine/

People Empowering Change, (SSE) Meet the people powering change at a leading energy company
(irishtimes.com)
Water Calculator

https://www.watercalculator.org/

Water Monitoring

https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/
assessment/irelands-environment/water/

Water Quality in Ireland report 2013 https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/
-2018 (EPA)
freshwater--marine/water-quality-in-ireland-2013-2018.php
Water quality monitoring report
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/
on nitrogen and phosphorus
freshwater--marine/water-quality-monitoring-report-on-nitrogenconcentrations in Irish waters 2020 and-phosphorus-concentrations-in-irish-waters-in-2020.php
(EPA)
Water Themes

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/water/

Wind Energy

Few clouds on horizon for wind energy in the west (rte.ie)

Ed Brophy worked as an advisor to three
different Irish governments over the past
decade, with a front row seat to inner
workings of our political system. He has a
unique insight into the State’s approach to
managing crises, as he was present for the
fallout from the financial crash, the
consequences of Brexit and, most recently,
the pandemic.
https://www.businesspost.ie/climateenvironment/podcast-five-degrees-of-change
-ed-brophy-a6db3875?
utm_campaign=article&utm_source=email&u
tm_medium=web
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‘November Tree’, Palmerston Park, Páirc Bhaile Phámar, Dublin 6 Visit
Photo Credits: pp 15 (top), 18, 38, 45, 46 (bottom), 51, 54 - Amanda Willkinson, p 3 - Damien
Nee, p 26 - Carmel Brennan, p 40 - Micheál Ó Cinneide, 52 Swans – Dr Chaosheng Zhang
Printing: Martin Connolly, Print Central, Portlaoise
Concept and Design: Amanda Wilkinson
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EcoEd4All
www.ecoed4all.com
ecoed4all@gmail.com

52

